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and ruthless to deal with post-war European politicians.
He seems to have felt real gratitude for his reception
into the council of European nations, and he was
probably deceived by certain early successes which he
achieved by his League membership. In 1926 he pro-
tested to the League against the Anglo-Italian Notes,
and Sir Austen Chamberlain solemnly assured him
that there was nothing in them to suggest coercion, or
the intention of dividing the country economically.
Two years later Italy, trying a new line of action,
suggested and finally concluded a Treaty of Amity,
agreeing that any dispute should be settled by diplomatic
means. Ethiopia was offered Assab as a free port, if a
motor road was made into the interior. In 1930 Haile
Selassie became Emperor, and his coronation, with its
mixture of mediaeval and modern pomp, was attended
by the Duke of Gloucester as well as by representatives
of all the great Powers. It is not surprising that in the
early 'thirties, when ambition and events were gradually
impelling Signor Mussolini into his armed aggression,
the Emperor had not got that completely cynical view
of the great Powers which could alone have saved him.
Haile Selassie and his advisers were keen students of
Afghan history. There was an obvious parallel between
the two countries, both of which had maintained their,
independence for so long though enclosed on two sides
by the territories of great European Powers. Each owed
its comparative immunity to its mountainous character,
warlike inhabitants, and the absence of great natural
wealth. Haile Selassie was specially anxious to avoid the
unhappy fate of Amanullah, as enthusiastic a moderrdzer
as himself, who had failed chiefly because he had
insisted on unessentials. It was all very well for the
Turkish Ghazi to make his Moslem subjects wear bowler

